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Understanding Measurement Error
When interpreting test scores, it is important to remember that test 
scores contain some amount of measurement error. That is to say, 
test scores are not infallible measures of student characteristics.

Because measurement error tends to behave in a fairly random 
fashion, when aggregating over students, these errors in the 
measurement of students tend to cancel out. Chapter 8, “Reliability,” 
describes measures that provide evidence indicating measurement 
error on Minnesota assessments is within a tolerable range. 
Nevertheless, measurement error must always be considered 
when making score interpretations.
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CORE IDEA

• Assessments are not the end of the teaching 
and learning process; they’re the starting 
point.

… we should not teach and then write an 
assessment to match; instead, we should create 
a rigorous and demanding test and then teach 
to meet its standards
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CORE IDEAS: Interim Assessments

• Start from the end-goal exam.

• Align the interim assessments to the end-goal 
test.

…
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Analyze the Interim Assessment or End-Goal Test

Acquire the closest version that you can find of 
your state test, interim assessment, or other year-
end assessment by which your students’ learning 
will be measured.

…


